LUTHERAN INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATION

L. I. F. E.

Fall Session 2007-08

Trinity Lutheran, Palo Alto, CA

Class Title:   Trinitarian Christology

Instructor:  The Reverend Dennis E. Bestul

Pastor of The Lutheran Church of Our Savior Cupertino, CA
Wednesdays 7:00 – 8:30

October 3 – November 14, 2007

Syllabus

Session I  
Introduction to “Trinitarian Christology”

· The Exclusivity of Christ in a Pluralistic world

· The Name We Confess:  “Jesus the Christ”

· Christology ‘from below’ and ‘from above’

· The Earliest Creedal Confessions

· From Christology to the Trinity  

Session II  
Trinitarian Christology in the Old Testament

· “In the Beginning…”  Elohim
· Proof in the Pronouns

· Shema Yishrael
· ‘The Angel of the Lord”

Session III
Messianic Mountaintops of the Old Testament

· Messianic Prophecies of Moses

· Messianic Prophecies of Isaiah

· Messianic Prophecies of Other prophets

Session IV     The Two Natures of Christ and Their Implications

· Humanity

· Deity

· The Personal Union

Session V      The Offices and Work of Christ 

· As Prophet 

· As Priest

· As King

· Humiliation/ Exaltation

Session VI     Other Christological Issues

· Heresies Ancient and Modern

· Confessing Jesus Christ as Lord  today and tomorrow

Texts

Required for class

Old and New Testament Scriptures

Recommended Reading

Christ Alone (Crossway Books, 46 pp.), Rod Rosenbladt, available at class  $5.50 

One God, Three Persons (Northwestern Publishing House, 152 pp.), Richard D. Balge, available at class - $13

The Great Jesus Debates (Concordia Publishing House, 187 pp.), Douglas W. Johnson, available at class- $12
